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DATA FROM THE 2021 AUSTRALIAN CENSUS

alone
Over the last few decades, 
there has been a gradual 
increase in the proportion 
of households in which 
there is one person 
living alone. In 1991, 20% 
of all households were 
single person households. 
In the first two decades of 
this century, that proportion has 
increased. In the 2021 census, 25.6% of 
all households have a lone person. 

This reflects a decline, over the last few 
decades, in the proportion of people 
who are marrying or living in de facto 
relationships. In the 1980s, over 80% of 35-
54 year olds were living with a partner, and 
the proportion of 25-34 year olds living with 
a partner was not much below 80%. On 
census night 2021, only 56.8% of 25-34 year 
olds were living with a partner, rising to 
74.5% of the 35-44 and 45-54 age groups.

In the younger age groups, most single 
people are living with family or in shared 
households; but the proportion who are 
living alone, whether as a consequence 
of not partnering, or experiencing a 
partnership break up, rises with age.

In certain age groups, there is 
little difference between the 
proportion of women and 
men who live alone. However, 
only 6.5% of women aged 
35-44 lived alone on census 
night 2021, compared with 
9.25% of men, because women 

are more likely to be primary 
caregivers of children either 

as single or separated parents. 
In the oldest age group, those 85 

and over, a greater proportion of women 
live alone (53% of women in this age 
group, compared with 42.5% of men). 

Although the proportion of those 75 years 
old and above who live alone is much 
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greater than in younger age 
groups, the largest number 
of people living alone are 
in the 55-64 and 65-74 age 
groups. About 440,000 live 
alone between the ages 
of 55 and 64, and 473,000 
between the ages of 65 and 
74, dropping to 350,000 
in the 75-84 age group.
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